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Republics. Botha, Schalk Burger and Smuts, the leading spirits in
the Transvaal, knew this to be past praying for, and set themselves
in a practical spirit to end the war on the best terms available. In the
second week of March the Boers asked leave to hold a conference at
Vereeniging on the border of the Orange State, and there for three
days a fierce battle was fought out between those who were for peace,
and those who were still for fighting to the death. The peace party
prevailed, and a Commission, composed of Botha, DC la Rey and
De Wet, together with Smuts and Hertzog, was deputed to negotiate
at Pretoria with plenary powers to act as seemed best (March 23,1902).
British opinion had changed considerably in the last phase of the
war, The public and the newspapers had at times been very augry
with British Generals, some of whom seemed to have a positive genius
for walking into the traps that the Boers laid for them. Wrath fell
specially upon Lansdowne, the Secretary for War, and Salisbury wisely
promoted him to be Foreign Secretary when he himself laid down,
that office in 1901, A lampoon by Saki in which Lansdowne figured
as the White Knight in " Alice in Wonderland " tickled die public
fancy:
" You see I had read a book written by someone to prove that warfare under
modern conditions is impossible. You may imagine how disturbing that was
to a man of my profession, Many men would have thrown up the whole
thing and gone home. But I grappled with the situation. You will never
guess what I did."
Alice pondered. ." You went to war, of course-----"
"Yes, but not under modern conditions."
The Knight stopped his horse so that he might enjoy the full effect of this
announcement.
" Now, for instance," he continued kindly, seeing that Alice had not re-
covered her breath, " you observe this little short-range gun that I have
hanging to my saddle ? Why do you suppose that I have sent out guns of
that particular kind > Because, if they happened to fall into the hands of the
enemy, they'd be very little use to him. That was my own invention." 1
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